
130 - When did spoken language appear? 

We cannot currently be confident when spoken language appeared because (as explained by a 
poet) “words evaporate like water in a dish, leaving you with a sense of something meant, but 
not the memory of what was said.”  Others have simply noted that sounds do not leave fossils.   1 2 3

   4 5 6

Estimates range from more than two million to 50,000 years ago.. These are based on a variety of 
clues from the archive of ancient human artifacts,  anatomy,  stone tools,  controlled use of 7 8 9

fire,    symbolic carvings on ancient bones,   paintings in caves,   speculation about 10 11 12 13 14 15

cultural transmission,   and presumed religious practices    16 17 18 19

Independent of when our ancestors first started using spoken language, we are left to question 
what preceded it and how it evolved. 
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